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President’'s Message...

Our annual event is coming up next month, All Tbird Day. It
is a time for you to dust off the old bird and bring it out to
our show. This year we will celebrate all of the '55,56, and
'57 model years with the inclusion of the American Road
members. I am working on getting a team of club member
volunteers that have indicated that they will travel to your
garage or where Kour Tbird is kept and give it some TLC and
get it running. There will be no excuse not to bring your
rr‘ize possession to our show. Just let me know if you would
ike the Bird Crew to visit you! Thank you Dave Lau, Dave
Salzman, Keith Bentley, and Charlie Henry for volunteering.

I have also included in this issue the All Tbird Sponsorship flyer and form to sign up any
ﬁofem“ial sponsors that would like the opﬁortuni'ry to get involved with our group. You don't
now unless you ask. The proceeds for the funds will go into our vocational scholarship
fund. So print out the flyer and the sponsor form ang take it to the place where you do
business with your Thunderbird! Gift cards to restaurants or stores are great too!

Thank you all that came out and participated in our summer events, but wait summer is not
over yet! Check out the great pictures and events still to comel!
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Election News

Meet the Slate for 2027-2029

President Barry Burnham
Vice President Keith Bentley
Secretary Nancy Burnham
Treasurer Pam Bentley

Every member in good standing and a member for at least
one year, has the opportunity fo run for the Elected
Positions of the Board of Directors. Each positionisa 2
year commitment. The new term will begin January 1, 2027.
If you would like to get your name placed on the ballot, T
must have your nomination in fo me by midnight of July 31,
2026. The board meets at least once a quarter and the
meetings may be in person or virtual.

Three directors round out the Board of Directors and they
are appointed by the president.

The Standing Committees are appointed by the President.
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Bird Talk /)f
Happy Birthday Members!
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% 1 Marie Brucker 16  Robert Pech §
R\ 2 JoAnn Rodriguez 18  Brandon Antonik AUQUST q
g\ 5 Susie Bennett 20 Denise Sikora &
% 10 Ron Fau.teu>.< 25  Jennifer Bladovsf §
R\ 16  Dave Millerick 30 Greg Gtocholski q
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Welcome! New Members

Frank and Nancy O’Connell

Bruce Belle

Car models will be published in the new directory

Something to Sell or Trade?

2002 Thunderbird Press Kit/Customer Gift Pack. Five boxes of promo material including die cast of 2002 Third.
Hardly ever touched—in excellent condition $400-60--Call Charlie Henry, Cmhenry57 @outlook.com. 248.476.1668

Best offer

I have fourtires that came off my
62. Three are in decent shape and
the fourth would make a good spare.
Please see attached pictures. Im
Selling all four for $60.00.

Contact Mark Young:

myoung1512@yahoo.com




Sunday, August 9™
Meet at 4:30 pm leave at 6:00 pm

at Regional Medical Imaging (RMI) por'kmg lot,

26454 Woodward Ave R oyal Oak, MI
(east side of Woodward between l.mcoln & 11 Mile).

traveling north on Woodward to the

for a 6:30 pm reservation.

RSVP to JoAnn text 248-719-0160 ( please leave
%‘er name) or email to |

restaurant is located at 43034 Woodward Ave.,
Bloomfield, ML (n of Square Lake Road)
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WATER WOMNDERLAND

THUMDERBIRD CLUB

All Years of Thunderbirds Welcome!

All T-Bird Day 2026

Sunday, September 20th

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Historic Wilson Barn—Livonia, M| -

\

¢ 50050 Cash Raffle
# 5Stuff the Box

29350 W. Chicago Rd. @ Middlebelt Rd.

+ Live DJ
+ Food Vendor
Member Fee $20\car prior to Sept. 11th
MNon-Member Fee $25) and after Sept. 11th
For More information and Registration Forms call:
Pam Bentley - 734-812-4781

+ [Dash Plagues to first 50 T-Birds

+ Class Awards Prizes
Registration:
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ALL T-BIRD DAY REGISTRATION FORM

Date:

Name Spouse
Address City
State/Providence Zip Code
Home/Cell Phone E-mail

EVENT FEE CARS: Members: $20.00 per Car preregistration

Non-member & day of event: 525.00 per car

Year Body Style* Color, S

Year Body Style* Color, S

*ﬂpen = Convertible; Closed = Hardtop

VEMDOR: |wish to reserve a Vendor space - 520.00 per space 5

CAR CORRAL: | wish to reserve, spaces in the Corral 520,00 ea. 5

[the car comal is reserved to display cars for sale)

Total Enclosed Cash $ Check # CE

Contact: Pam Bentley at 734-812-4781. Please mail check or money order with registration form to arrive:
Mo Jater than Friday, September 11, 2026 to:
Water Wonderland Thunderbird Club = P.O. Box 51027, Livonia, M| 48151

Date Rec'd Check # Amount

Please no smoking or Alcoholic beverages on premises - Website: www.michigantbirds.org



Classic Thunderbird Maintenance Tech-Tips

The subject of this month's tech-tip is recognizing if you have a door alignment
problem. Older vehicles after many years of usage can have door sagging issues that
increases the sheet metal stresses leading to fatigue cracks especially, when the door
latch striker is re-adjusted upward to maintain door alignment using harder closing
efforts. This sagging condition is very common for “friction type” door hinges used by
Ford for 1955-1963 Thunderbirds. These hinges (inside the door shell) are subjected
to cantilever bending when the door is opened and are held in place by the friction
coefficient and bolt tension loads at the mounting points. As a general rule during
vehicle assembly, paint is not allowed at the door/hinge interface this would lower
the friction coefficient significantly.

How to check if your door is aligned properly:

1) Trace the outline of the door striker then remove the door striker,

2) Close the door and check for a proper alignment with the rear of the door sheet
metal and quarter panel (and any molding's on both assemblies),

3) Also, give the door the up/down wiggle test to check for the hinge pin wear.

4) If sagging is evident as indicated in the picture below, the door needs to be
adjusted upward.
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T
Rick Charniga
ﬁ Technical Director
P.0. Box 51027 734.740.3556
Livonia, Mi 48151 rickcharnigadgmail.com
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All T-Bird Day 2026

Sunday, September 20th
10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Historic Wilson Barn—Livonia, Ml - 29350 W. Chicago Rd. @ Middlebelt Rd.

Sponsorship Opportunities
Classic:  $1000.00 name and logo on all printed and social media, recognition
at event, top sponsor billing

Vintage: $500.00 logo on printed material, recognition at event
Landau : $250.00 recognition at event

Driver: $100.00 listing on sponsor poster at event

Sponsor Name:

Contact Person:

Address: City:

Office Phone: Cell:

Check #: Amount: 5

Proceeds to fund automative tech scholgrship program.
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Annual PicNic
Lights a Firel
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Ed and Bob

Pam and John
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Susie, Nancy and Barb

Brad, Tom and Judy
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Big Winners!



Tbird horses cruise for lunch!

Barry and Nancy




Happy 43rd Anniversary!
Richand Judy

Partners in crime
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Colonial White

One Bird Got Away!
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70th Anniversary Pin

Celebrating the

While Supplies Last! Thunderbird
$10.00 each
T dlerbind

[ 1955 SN 2025 |
) (70th ANNIVERSARY] ¢

Order Today! Mail check and indicate quantity to:
Water Wonderland Thunderbird Club A ¥

P.O. Box 51027 (1055 RS 025 |
R
Livonia, MT 48151 UEERRNLINIE
Pin size 1.25” w ° Supporting our scholarship program o 586-703-4435
WhO Owned Your Car? Have you checked out our

brand new website?

Curious? Vehicle title history records are
available by mail for $15.00, or $16 if certified.

To request a copy of your vehicle’s record, MlCh igan’]’bir‘ds or‘g

complete the Record Lookup Request

form online and return with payment made
out to State of Michigan to the address on
the form. You can also email me at Please let me know what you think too!
barry.burnham@me.com and request a form

to mail in.
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/27lawensn/2-bdvr154.pdf?rev=c0a829576f454a518f7a92b321748176__;!!M2D_dUfSiN4E!KPmTjB5aQwwzpYD8GWQsWayUarT_qrLE9AYtoiNlVWY-7HA3nmEPXRrXYSIXtymnJ27yNdx3UDBljUVqY5mckc4D$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/27lawensn/2-bdvr154.pdf?rev=c0a829576f454a518f7a92b321748176__;!!M2D_dUfSiN4E!KPmTjB5aQwwzpYD8GWQsWayUarT_qrLE9AYtoiNlVWY-7HA3nmEPXRrXYSIXtymnJ27yNdx3UDBljUVqY5mckc4D$
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Executive Board

Barry Burnham, President
586-703-4435
barry.burnham@me.com

Keith Bentley, Vice President
734-812-5404
kibentleyO1@yahoo.com

Nancy Burnham, Secretary
586-747-6805
nburnham1152@gmail.com

Pam Bentley, Treasurer
734-812-4781
pcbentley21@yahoo.com

Directors

Rick Charniga, Technical Director
734-740-3556

rickcharniga@gmail.com

David Lau, Technical Director

734-358-6071
toomanycars@charter. net

Denise Sikora, Membership Director

313-719-1588
56tbird@sbcglobal.net

Standing Committees

Nancy Seyfarth, Event Coordinator
313-436-8327
nancylouseyfarth@gmail.com

JoAnn Rodriguez, Event Reservations
248-719-0160
joannbill801 @comcast.net

David Campbell, Transition Team
248-464-1597
hzvggb@charter.net

Larry Seyfarth, Advisor
313-436-8327
larryseyfarth@yahoo.com

Don't Wait Any Longer!

Pick an event, get your Tbird
ready and join us!

Enjoy the Summer!

Barry Burnham, Newsletter
586-703-4435
barry.burnham@me.com
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